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corsair from obtaining water and subsistence and information,
arrived at San German where the enemy was anchored. Being on
watch with six men he saw about 150 English embark, and when
he observed that few remained upon the beach he attacked these
with his six men and came upon two English, alone.
One of these was killed and the other taken prisoner* Although
the ships which lay at anchor very close in came to their aid with
artillery, which they fired, and landed a large force of men who went
into the bush after our six, they could not overtake them.
The fleet immediately made sail and came beating eastward
toward this port for seven or eight leagues along the north shore. It
came to anchor in another port but did not land men, presumably
out of fear of an ambuscade. One night it altered its course and
nothing more has been seen of it.
The person I sent to reconnoitre found that they were seven ships.
The others which joined them as they left Cape Rojo, as I wrote,
must not have been of their company, and so went off.
This Englishman was brought to me and I examined him under
torture which I ordered to be applied. I send his confession1 with
this despatch.
Two negroes from the same fleet were brought to me with the
Englishman. They speak Spanish well and say they were captured
in Isla de Fuego although the Englishman says they bought them
there. They agree as to the course followed and events which befell
the fleet after it left Santiago in the Cape Verde islands, and as to
the number of men and armament, although not in such full par-
ticulars. These negroes say they are free men and while this is being
looked into they have been deposited with Your Majesty's officials
and are working with the rest on the improvement of the fortress.
I ordered the Englishman to be hanged... (p. 7)...
... from Puerto Rico, October 24,1583.
Catholic Royal Majesty
Your Majesty's humble servant kisses Your Majesty's royal feet.
Diego Mentndezde Valdes (Rubric).
1 Not seen. Cf. Document No. i, ante, p. i, n. 6*